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TO 
THE RIGHT HO- 


nourable, I o a x, Lord Viſcount 


ScvDaMoRE, his Majeſties Leiger 
| Aeon, = ao , All 
Honour pineſſe here 
and hereafter. 


Right Honourable, 
JE __ preſent you with the 
SW! yieww of a Sermon lately prea- 
ched at the Lord Arch-Biſhops 
| Metropoliticall viſitation, Ir 


et 5)S| thcHen to cackle aſſoone as 1 
—ESE=z2g hadlayd an Egge; nor my de. 
firechat my weake endcayours inthe Miniſtery 
ſhould be further divulged then tomy preſent Au- 
ditors: As being too conſcious of my owne ina- 
bilities, to thinke,oughtof mine worthy either of 
thepublicke light, or of the Beames of your Ho- 
Az | nOurs 


THE EPISTLE 

nours judicious eyes: Yet, in the affiance of your 
Noble. diſpoſition, and. upon the Experience of 
your unUeſerved fayours,l have conceived anam.- _ 
bitious deſire of your fayourable acceptation-here. 
of, and the rather,froma reſemblanceof our pre. 
ſent imployment. We both Communicate in the 
Title of Ambaſladors though our commiſſion be 
 diverſly ,authorized ; Ming, from Chriſt leſus, 
Yours, from your Soveraigne. Our Negotiation is 
different; Mine, to Reconcile men to God; Yours, 
for intelligence of State, and to foreſee for the 
common gvod. Some properties there are requi- 
reable in both our employments; whereof if your 
judicious wiſedome ſhall be pleaſcd to take ſome 
notice in the peruſall of theſe rude meditations, 
it isthe height of my Ambition, and that which 
hath prompted me with'encouragementto referre 
the inability of my endeayours, to the counte. 
nance of your much honoured Patronage. Your 
affection to Divine knowledge, yourgood prof. 
ciencie in it,and your great incouragement to-0- 
thers in the profeſſion and practiſe of it, are verz 
tues of rareimitation, It is famous in our. Coun. 
trey, that (as a true Nehemiah) you have not onely 
ceneMunificent towards the Church in Reedi- 
tying what was utterly ruined, and in reconſecra- 
eing 


DEDICATORIF. 
ting what had beene long neglected and: propha- 
ned: But you hayealſo'ſtengthened the weake 
hands of the ſpirituall builders, by enlarging the 
Salaries of ſome, by remitting Impropriate Tithes 
unto others, and byendowing the Church with 
all her rights and dutics; where formerly by the 
| (Tenureof Abby-lands Immunity was preſcribed. 
i Au Ss publiſhed to the 1improvemene 
of your Piety) the tenths of your owneDemaines, 
and yourprivie and domeſticke Tithes are by your 
ſtrict commandement, withy great care and con- 
ſcience, ſet apart and reſeryed for the Miniſter as 
his right; your ſelfe making publike proteſtati- 
on,that you would not. hold a foote of that land, 
nor retaine that to your ſelfe, which ſhould nor 
pay Tithes to the Miniſter. A noble” and pious 
declaration of your devotion, worthy to be held 
out to the world to the reformation or ſhame of 
many facrilegious: Pryprietaries, who: monopo- 
lize unto themſelves the Churches Patrimony. 
But ſee, how true God is in his promiſes, Honoring 
them that honour him, (1 Sam. 2.30) The King and 
State have taken: notice of your wiſedomeand 
deyotion,as thar the charge of avery Honourable 
Ambaſſie 1s committed to your prudent andjudi- 
cious Adminiſtration, Neither 1s it doubted, but 
© RE 4 A 3 that: 


THE EPISTLE, &«. 

that Spartam quam naFtus es, adornabis, your noble 
and well-adviſed judgement in managing of your 
charge, will approve the good —_— of your 
great ſufficiency. Onely it ſhall bethe prayer of 
your deyored oratour, that the Lord, together 
with time and experience, will improye in you 
thoſe gracious gifts, wherewich he hath inabled 
you, and as he hath layd in your perſon the foun- 
dation ofan Honourable family, ſohe will propa- 
gate to your Poſterity thoſe Heroicall yertues 
wherewith he hath made you honourable : That 
he will alſo proſper youin the happy ſervice of his 
Majeſty, and give you, with your vertuous Lady, 
ſafe returne into your Countrey, is lincerely pray- 
ed for by 


Your Honours humbly devoted 


in his beſt of ſervices 


GEORGE Warr. 


2 Cor. 5. 20. 
We are Ambaſſadors for ( brift, — 


x He worke of the Day is a Vi- 
= | firation,and the end of aviſita. 
PI; tion iscither 4d Hedelam,or 


\ / eAd Camtelam: either rocure 
3334 the Maladies or to prevent 
2 Jes 

} 


- ol miſchiefes inthe body Eccle- 
rr | fiaſticall, Totheſe ends, not 

PF \x<AZZ25 only Occumenicall coun- 

ct te cells for whole Chriſten- 

dome, and Nationall Synods for ſeverall Countries, 
but alſo theſe and the like viſitations for peculiar 
Diocefſes, have beene conſtituted and obſerved. All 
which Aſſemblies of the Cleargic, however oppo- 
ſed by ſome Schiſmaricall Spirits, maligning the Su- 
perioriry of Church- Governours,yet can they ple: d 
Antiquity, and good Authority, being grounded up- 
ona Practiſe Apoſtolicall, as you may ſce both in the 
1*. and 20. chapters of the As of the Apoltles. In 
that 20 of the 4&s,1 finde Saint Pau! ſummoning and 


CoR- 


(2) 

conventingthe Cleargic of Epheſus, ver. 17. Who 
| being aſſembled, he makes nntothema powertulland 
patheticall ſpeech. Wherein he vindicates his owne 
integrity, andthe faithfulneſſe he uſedin the diſpen. ' 
ſation ofthe Goſpell.. Which he urgeth, not ſo much 
to magnifie himſelfe, as his office, and to caution 
themagainſt certaine Impoſtors and Seducers that 
= creeping in amongſt them, as you may there 
reade, 

What Saint Pau/declaredto that Aſſembly of the 
Cleargicat Epheſus, he doth partly intimate to the , 
: Charch of Corinth inthis Chapter : Wherein, from 
 theg. verſetothe 18. he commemorates his owne 
ſincerity and faithfulneſſe in the execution of his 
Fun&tion Apoſtolicall, Which he mentions, »o#-40 
commend himſelfe, as hetells us, ver. 12. but toan- 
ſwere his Adverſarics, who gloried in carnall re. 
ſpedts; and eſpecially ro commend the miniſtery of 
the Goſpell. And this he doth, by an Argument 
drawne, Abeffetu, from the efte@thereof, which is, 
Reconciliation betweene God and man; and there. 
fore calls it, The Miniſtery of Reconciliation, ver. 18, 
This effe he inlargeth inthe verſe before my Text; 
Firſt, from the Authour, which is, God himſeclfe: 
Then, fromthe forme, which is, the not izmoputing of 
ſinne : andlaſtly, from the Adjuvant andinſtrumen- 
tall cauſes, Namely, The Miniſters of the Word. 
To whom the diſpenſation of this heavenly Ambaſ- 
ſage is committed, They being Chriſts Ambaſladors 
for that purpoſe,cven to Reconcile men to God, 

Now then, We are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, As though 
God didbeſecch you by us, we pray you in Chriſts 

ſtead, Be ye Reconciled to God, 
They 


- 


(3) 
They are the words of C—_—_ DoQor of the 

Gentiles, Saint Pas! : wherein he inti 
1- The dignity of the Miniſteriall office: 'Tis an 
Ambaſſador-ſhip: (We am Ambaſſadors for” Chriſt.) 
2. The manner of executing this office, or of deli. 


vering this Ambaſſage: viz, Meckely, by way of 


intreaty, (We beſeech you, we pray you) and yet, Bold- 
ly too, by way of Authority, (As though God did be- 


ſeech you.) 
3- The Matter or ſubſtance of our Ambaſſage; 


and that is, A Treaty for Peace, viz. The Peace of, ,< 


Reconciliation, (Be ye reconciledis God:) This bei 
the ſumme and ſhould be the ſcope of our Preaching, 
togaine ſoules to Chriſt,to Reconcile mento God. 
Now then we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt oc. 

The laſt of theſe Parts (concerning the nature of 
Reconciliation ) I ſhall referre to another time and 
Auditory. The ſecondT ſhall meerewith in my paſ- 
ſage upon the firſt. Inthe firſt then (the mainefal a 
ico - ; preſent meditations,) pleaſe you rotake 
notice 0 

ts Our honourable Title, (We are Ambaſſadors.) 
2. Our Prince or Maſter, for whom we negoti- 
ate, Tis, (for Chriſt) We are ambaſſ. for Ch. 
So that here is both Onus and Hoxes the weighti- 
neſſe and worthineſſe of the Miniſteriall Fun&ion. 
Both which, together withthe Duties thenceariſing 
both to Paſtor and _ arethe Summary of my 
reſent Ambaſſage. Inthe delivery whereof, I hum- 
ly crave your double charity, Patience and Attenti- 
on. And firſt of the qualiry ofouroffice, 
We are Ambaſſadors, 
Not to trouble you with atedious rehearfall of 
B thoſe 


14) 
thoſe many Titlesand Attributes of honour, where- 
with the kngerot God in Scripture hath pointed out 
the Miniſter, My Text confines me tothis of an Am. 
baſſador. A Title, which not onely inreſpect of the 
Office, but of the very name too, holds good correl- 
pondency witha Miniſter. The word in the Textis 
Tjeriour, Legatione fungimur, fromthe word ryi-8u; 
ſenex; whence alſo isdenved, -11-4/n; >» which of. 
een ſignifies the Miniſters of the Word, as T!t.1.5, 
and elſewlicre. Thereaſon of both names is taken 
'from theirage; Notas though they alwayes were 
the oldeſt men; for wiſedome is not tyed to gray 
haires: butin regard ofthe gravity, wiſedome, and 
ſtaiedneſſe, thatit required in ſuch who undertake 
thoſe Offices. But not to ſtand upon the word, 
Concerning the Miniſteriall Dignity ſhadowed un- 
derthis Title, I ſhall wave it for a while, untill F 
cometo ſpeake of our Prince or Maſter, for whom, 
and by whom wee areſent. The firſt thing we doe, 
ſhall be as Iudgesand Iuſtices uſeto doe in their Sel- 
ſions, whodoe there inthe Kings name, firſt plead 
their Commiſſion. Toan Ambaſladorthen is requi- 
red not onely a Miſſion or bare ſending, bur als a 
Commitſſion,that hewho is ſent have his warrantand 
Authority fromthe King. Andthus muſt Chriſts 
Ambaſlador beſentand Authorized. He muſt not 
runne withouthis cithererrand or warrant : but muſt 
have his Commiſſionboth inwardly and outwardly, 
asbeing ſentboth {Þy Gor any 
19 mg The Church, 
I. By God. His Commiſſion muſt be Authorized 
under the Broad- Scale of Heaven with Gods hand 


thetcat. No man may take this honour to himſelfe, tay 
Dt DEN $95 | ; 
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EE (5) 
he that is cated of Gtd, as was Aaron, Heb, 5. 4. Mor may 
any man Preach except he be ſent, Rom. 10.15. They 
that cannot draw their Pedigree from Aaron, and 
fetch their Licenſe from Chrilt, ſuch enter xot into the 
Church 6y the doore, but corruptly ſome other way. 
There arcſome indeed extraordinary Ambaſſadors, 
Legati alatere Divino, ſent immediately by God him- 
ſclte, without man, either by God the Father, as the 
Prophets, 70h» the Baptiſt, yea and Chriſt himſelte, 
who is that Shiloh, that Ambaſſador ««# i212 that 
ſhould principally be ſent from God ro men, to Recon» 
cile men to God : or, By God the Sonne, ſo were the 
twelye Apoſtles ſent, who had an immediate vocation 
from Chriſt inperſon. Others there are who are ſent 
by man, but nor by God. Such arethey, who though 
inreſpeR of their bad learningand worſe living are un- 
worthy, doe yetthruſt themſelves into the Minſtery, 
and Errore hominis,aut ere Simonis,by Alliance,favour, 
or Simony. They ruſh into this Sacred FunCtion, as it 
were, into the poole of Betheſda, where firſt come firſt 
ſerv'd : which made one to ſay, that Horſes were more 
miſerable than Aſſes, inthat Horſes went poſt to get 
Aﬀes preferment. A third fort there are, who are fent 
neither by God, nor man. Suchare thoſe ſottiſh Exthe. 
faaits and illuminate Doors, thoſe vagrant Prophets 
who will needes bee wandring in the Church without 
their Paſtport; and running, like Ahimaazz, without 
theirerrand, though they know not why,nor whether. 
Suchalſoare thoſe lay Mechanicke Presbyters, who 
preſume ſo farre upon their acquaintance with the Pul- 
pitthat they will venter upon an Expoſition, and teach 
as boldly intheir conventicles, as if they were as well 


ableto become Iourney-men tothe Pulpit as to their 
B- 2 owne 


(6) 
owne Trades. ys rg -v—_— _ the L_ 
complaine by his Prophet, 7 have not ſent them, (ſaith 
he) and yet /w runne, ler.23.2 yo (beloved) Ex 
quolibet ligno non fit Mercurius, Every blocke is not fit 
romake Timber for the Pulpit. To bce an Ambaſ- 
ſador ih the affaires of Princesis not for every man: 
Nor is every man fit to bee an Ambaſſador for 
the Almighty. Gods ſending and gifting goe till 
together z He never .imployes any man in his ſervice, 
bur he furniſherh him with a competency of gitrs, ſui- 
table to the ſervice wherein he will imploy him. And 
therefore a Miniſter cither groſſely ignorant or Scanda- 
louſly prophane goes upon his owne errand, and pens 
his owne Commiſſion, he may be ſure God never ſent 
him: Henever imployesſuch unworthy Ambaſladors, 
But ſuppoſe a man cither way Iuſtifiable both for his 
life & learning;May he therefore preſently ſtep up into 
the Pulpit, and Preach? NozAs his Commiſhonprcal- 
ling muſt be inward from God: So muſtir alſo (inthe 
24 place) bee outward, from the Church: Hee 
muſt be ſent by Man too; Namely, By ſuch who have 
publike Authority to Ordaine, and ſend forth Ambaſ. 
{adorsupon Chriſts ſervice. Saint Paul left Authority 
with Tits Bifhop of Crete, To ordaine elders in every 
City, Tit. 1. 5. There muſt bethenin the Church ſome 
who have Authority to ordaize and ro fend forth Am- 
baſſadors, to appoint who ſhould carry the Ambaſ- 
e, and towhow, and by whom itſhall notbe carri- 
» There muſt be, not onely ownirns Seers ; but alſo, 
'Emewnirres, Overſeers. Aſwell imr«33), A Commande- 
ment with Authority, as 5-74, 2 ſubordinate obedi. 
encc. Tis true indeede thatall Chrifts Ambaſſadors 
have Idem eMiniſterinm,but not Eandem ng" |: A 
: Bj Pp 


(7) 
Biſhop differs not from aninferior Miniſter, Q#oed vir- 
twtem Sacerdotij, But Quoad potentiam InviſditFionis, 
For, we acknowledge a twofold power of Epiſcopall 
Iuriſdiction over the other Cleargie, Correive & Dj. 
ſftributive. 1. Correftive juriſdiction, or judiciall Cen. 
ſure, in their Confiſtories or viſitations. And this isnoc 
onely a Correive Power but Coattive alſo: both re- 
ſtraining the licentiouſneſle of ſome, and inforcing the 
flackeneſſe of others. 2. Diſtributive juriſdiftion, 
which is that power of Ordination, by the impoſition 
of hands. Iterme it, Diſtributive juriſdiction, becauſe 
itis a Collation of rewards, even the higheſt honour 
thata Biſhop can reward a Scholler of deſert withall, 
ro make hima Pricſt ofthe high God. And hereby e- 
very one is to bee orderly authorized, who isrobee 
Chriſts Ambaſſador unto his people. No man may 
with 1eroboams Prieſts, conſecrate himſelf;or with thoſe 
dreaming Anabaptiſtsand Brain-ficke 1Illuminates, run 
by revelation, witha Dabitur inilla hors, There is re- 
quired both gs ry God,& Authority from man. 
And therefore thoſe fiery reformers doe but ſhew 
their turbulent Spirits and prepoſterous zeale; whodil. 
allow this Epiſcopall Power, which Chriſt and his A- 
P_ appointed, forthe authoriziug of Chriſts Am. 
aſſadors; who would, if rhey could, turne all Church- 
overnment up bde-downe:Chaiches intro Chambers, 
iſhops into Super-intendents, Miniſters into Bench- 
Presbyrerians , _ were their power as prevalentas 
their malice, rhe Royall Diademe and Scepter of 
Princely Power ſhould be ſubjugate to the ſubordinate 
rule and diretion of their Presbyterian Conſiſtory. 
The Weeſell, faith the Apologue, lickt the file, till 


hertonguce bled; andthen thinking thee had got —_ 
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(8) 
ofthe file, lickt ontill ſhe had no tongue : Let it thus 
happento all ſuch who with bloody tongues are till 
licklogend grating onthe Authority of our Church. Be 
itever our care (Bel. By.) to labour both by Vanity of 
Dodrine, and utiformity of diſcipline, and unanimity 
of affeQion td preſcrvethe peace of our Jeruſalem ; Re. 
membring, that they who haye authority to ſend forth 
Ambaſladors, have authority likewiſe to call them 
backe,and to putto filence thoſc who doe i742: Szou2ais 
deliverany other Ambaſlage, {then what they have re- 
ceived. The beſt charme againſt a Spirit of contention 
is to ſtrike it dumabe : andthe beſt meanes to curbe thoſe 
factiousand diſordered Spirits is i=52uiz+», to ſtop their 
mouthes, as the word ſignifies, Tit. 1.11. 

You have heard (Bel.) what is firſt required of our 
Ambaſſadour, viz. his Commiſſion, that he be lawful. 
ly andducly ſent, both inwardly, by God, and out- 
wardly by the Church. Being thus diſpatche with his 
commiſhon, itisnext —_— that hee prove faithfull 
inthe delivery of his Maſters Ambaſſage. 2 fairhfull 
Ambaſſador is health, ſaith Salomox Prov.13. 17. thatis, 
rar up or preſerycth health or ſafety to his Maſter, 

imſclfe, and thoſe to whom he is ſent. And therefore 
Saint Paw requires ofall Chriſts Ambaſſadors, whom 
he calleth Stewards, to be found faithfull r Cor. 4. 2. 

Now this faithfulneſſe conſiſteth in delivering our 
Maſters Ambaſlage, 

I. Only and Wholy, without Adding to, or detract. 
ing from what we have reccived in Commiſſon from 
our Maſter, An Ambaſſador(though upon ſafetermes) 
may not ſtep our of the Circle ofhis Commiſſon : The 
Word of God (Bel.) isour Preſcript or Mandate, with- 
inthe Compaſlc and Limits, thereof we are bound to 

; containe 


(9) 


containe our ſelyes on perill of our ſoules. T'wasthe 

raiſe of our Apoſtle, to deliver nothing then what he 

ad received of the Lord, x Cor. 11. And as he received 
what he delivered, ſo he delivered what hee received ; 
hee kept nothing backe ; 7 have not ſhunned, ſaith hee, 
to declare wnto you all the Connſell (i. The Revealed 
will ) of God, cA#.20.27- Todeliverthen any Am- 
baſſage rage 71 Sax, Beſides or contrary tothe dotFrine 
which we have received, teaching for doQtrinesthe Tra- 
ditions of men : Todive beyond ſobriety into the ſe- 
crets of Gods Scrutiny, peeping with the men of Beth. 
ſhemeſh into the Arke, preſuming above that which is 
written : Tobe tampering betwixtthe Hammer, and 
the Anvill, in matters of State, as farre from our Text, - 
as our Calling : To fluſh a dodrine of Sedition, and 
thenſpring a Covie of Wicked uſes; Theſe and the like 
Extravagancics haveno warrant, They are no part of 
our Commiſſion. Let him that ſpeaketh ( ſaith Saint Pe- 
ter, )ſpeake as the Oracles of God. Aarons Bels muſt be gol- 
den Bels; notBraſle,nor Copper,norany ſuch Mertrall, * 
but pure Gold. Godspure truth muſt be delivered, The 
whole truth and nothing but the truth. So helpe ws 
God: 

2. Plainely and perſpicuoufly,that ſothey to whom 
we are ſent may underſtand our Ambaſſage. The Am- 
baſſador delivers not his Meſſage in an unknowne 
tongue, but cither in the Natives language, or by an 
Interpreter, alwaiesin ſome intelligible manner: So 
muſt the Ambaſſador of Chrift, Except you ſpeake words 
eaſy to be under ftood, how ſhall it be knowne what is ſpoken, 
| faith that choſen Veſſell, x Cor. 14.9.He himſclte was a 
profound Divine and a great —_ ſpeaking with 
longues more then they all, yet hee prgfclles way 
19. 


(10) 
19.) that he had rather in the Church of Chriſt Jpedtefive 
words with underſtanding, for the inſtruttion of others, 
then ten thouſand words, 1n an wnknowne tongue. To 
what end then doc ſome affe ſuch curious metaphy- 
ficall and ſcholaſticall Speculations,asare fitrer for t 
chaire then the Pulpit, and ſerve rather tro amaze and 
diſtract the hearers, thento inſtru them 2 And why 
are others ſo tranſported with ſucha loftineſle of ſwel. 
ling Phraſes, and ſuch a Roman-Engliſh( as one cals it) 
thatplaine Engliſh mencannot underſtand them 

I would not be miſconſtrued. I plead not for negli- 
gent and ſlubbering handling ofthe word. For, Curſed 
1s he that doth the worke of the Lord negligently, {aith the 
Prophet, Jer. 48. Astherefore Chriſts Ambaſſage muſt 
be delivered plaincly and Perſpicuouſly, ſo not rudely 
and careleſly. Divinity is a grave Matrone, who as ſhe 
abbors garifhnes, ſo ſhee loves comelineſle : as ſhe at- 
fects not Curioſity, ſo ſhe deteſts Barbariſme. I could 
never ſubſcribe to their fancies, who thinke that Re- 
ligion and Elegancy cannever agree, that thoſe Prea. 
chers are but Dawbers which are not Downe-right, 
Nay, what more proſtitutes Religion and Preachin 
many times to contempt and jeering, then the vradtle 
of ſome ſuch Downe-right unlearned Teachers. To 
ſtand inthe Pulpit for two houres together, To deli- 
ver Stentorean Tautologies _—_ _—_ the 
Spirit, Toapply many Texts of Scripture nothing to 
the xnpole,to beall urterance and >— ſubſtance 5 Thi 
often duls the devorion of the hearers, diſgraceth the 
Cauſe of Chriſt, and diſhonoureth his Ambaſlage. A 
Prince ſends not ſuch an Ambaſſadour that can onely 
reade his Meſſage out of a Paper, Every Poſte might 
doe that : but one of Parts and gifts,by — 
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baſſage may carry all the grace it poſſibly can : Solike. 
wiſe Chriſt ſends ever the Tongue of the learned, ſuch as 
can delivertheir Ambaſlage not onely in aplaine, bur 
alſo in a comely ſtile, rhat ſoatoncethe Hearers may 
be edified, the Meſlage graced, and the Maſter ho- 
noured, | 
3- Meckely, by way of Intreaty. So runnes the 
Text : We beſcech you, We pray you. Sc; Ts bu Tapurtaryrog, 
As though Ged did beſeech you. God beſeecheth, not im- 
mediately, but by way ofa Subſtitute. And therefore 
the Greeke Text hath the particle, 5;, @naſi, As it were: 
Becauſe God doth not really beſeech us, but As it 
were, beſcech us, inthe perſon of his Ambaſſadors ; for 
ſqis followes, We pray you in Chriſts ftead, Sothat here 
are two that beſcech ; God and his Apoſtle. Either of 
them had lawfull Authority to Command : God, as 
a Creator, infull right ; The Apoſtle, as an Ambaſſa- 
dor, in his name ; Bur;youfce; They had rather winne 
fairely by a milde intreaty, then harſhly induce by a 
Commanding Anthority. A Practiſe, beſt ſuiring 
with the ſtayedneſle and remper ofa Miniſter. Brethren, 
ſaith our Apoſtle, if ay be fallen, you that are ſpiritual 
reftore him with the ſpirit of Meekenes,Gal,6.1.Keryriure, 
faith the Text,Reſtore him, or, asthe word ſignifies, 
Puthim into joynt. Now ( you know ) Bones out of 
joynr, muſt nor be roughly and boyſterouſly handled, 
burgently and foftly rouchr. Manna is pleaſant unto 
many who cannot patiently endurethe Rod of t_Laron: 
Andrhoſe Iewes whom: the Thunders of $747 could 
not terrify, Saint 70bn with the fweere ſong of Syow' 
didperſwade, Afar. 3.” | 
How farre then do they ſwarve from Conformity 
with our Apoſtle, who threaten when rhey (1:0tld in- 
C treate, 
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treate, and inſtead of Praying and beſeeching, fall to 
terrifying and reviling : I meanethoſe hot-ſpirited and 
indiſcreet Teachers, who ſpeake ſtones, and have 
words as ſharpe as arrowes, and can':2u8iz+ as — 
as Archilochws : whoare no ſooner claſped in their Pul- 
Pits, but as if they were on Mount $247 giving the law, 

reath notKing but Thunder and Lightning, Hell and 
Damnation to their aMlicted Brethren. Little doe ſuch 
rigid Orators conſider, how that tcn Barnabaſſes ( ſons 
ot Conſolation ) cannot often put to ſilence the voice 
of deſpaire, which one Boanerges ( ſonne of Thunder ) 
hath Conjured up. Well may they have 4 Zeale, but 
not wr eniyrocny faith the Apoſtle, according to know» 
ledge, Rom. 10. 2. 'Tis called znxes, Leale, from the 
word {&-, which fignikes to ſceth or boyle like a pot, 
Now a = (you know) ifthe fire be too violent, boyles 
over: Solikewiſe Zcale, if knowledge and diſcretion 
moderate not the fire, it boyles over to phrenſy and un-+ 
charitableneſle, 

I ſpeake not this to bolſter upany ina careleſſe ſen- 
ſuality. Though wee arc to beſcech and intreate the 
Penitent, yetare we notto ſooth and flatter the Ob- 
ſtinate, I know, a Boaxerges, is ſometimes required as 
well as a Barnabas. Thereareſomethat have ſtony and 
uncircumciſed hearts, as wellas others that have bro- 
kenand contrite Spirits. And therefore the diſcreete 
Divine, like a wiſe Phyſitian, adminiſters not the ſame 
potion toevery Patient. Some are weake and muſt be 
ſtrengthened, ſome are diſtreſſed and muſt be com- 
forted, ſome are obſtinate and muſt be terrified, and 
ſome are traftableand muſt be beſceched and intreated, 
The Nurſe whenthe Child falls, will firſt helpe itup, 
akter hide it, andif ic fall againc, corre it: So _ 
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the Nurſe of Soules, firſt, helpea Brother gently out. 
ofthe mire_of ſinne, then chide him for falling into 
the ditchz andifthis will not availe, apply a ſharper 
Corrofive to his ſore: but alwaies obſerving, like a 
Skilfull Chirurgeon, never to apply a Cataplaſme 
where hee ſcesan oyntment will ſerve the turne. But 
enough ofthis, caſt I incurre that proverbiall Scomme, 
Sw CMinervam, 1 know my unworthineſle to teach 
Teachers, (eſpecially ſuch as many of you: ) Ir is our 
Apoſtle, to whom now we all goe to{choole, and hee 
teacherh us to inſlrud# with Meekeneſſe, 2 Tim. 2. And 
yet not without Boldnefle too:and thar's the laſt thing 
required of our Ambaſlador z viz. to deliver his Ma- 
ſters Ambaſlage 

4+ Boldly, with courageand Authority, as ſtanding 
in the place, and repreſenting the Perſon of God him. 
ſelfe. So ſaiththe Text : As though God did beſecch you 
by us, We pray you in Chriſts ſtead. So then, We ſec 
yow, and We pray you ; This enjoynesus Meckenefle and 
Lenity : But'tis, in Gods name, and in C _ ſtead ;and 
this allowes us Boldneſle and Authority. An Ambaſla. 
dor, you know, repreſents the Kings owne perſon, 
evenin the preſence of the greateſt Princes, where Au- 4 
dacity with Modeſty,and Stoutneſle with Temperance 
muſt beare him out: And theſe two, Mildneſſc and 
Boldneſle of Speech, however in their owne nature 
different, muſt yet meete inthe Ambaſſador of Chriſt. 
In reſpec of himſelfe, Mildneſſe is requiſite : bur in 
regard of his Maſter Chriſt, whoſe Ambaſſador he is, 

Boldneſle is neceſſary. Therefore did Saint Paul 
preach the Kingdome of God uri nians mehjuciac with all 
boldneſſe of Speech, in the laſt verſe of the 4s. Nor 
was it his Practiſe onely, x his Precept alſo; Speaks 
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ſaich he,axd Rebuke, ured won ET1Tay" ', with all Autho. 
rity, Tit.2.daſt. We muſt (beloved) in the name of our 
Maſterand by verrue of that Commiſhon which hee 
hath given us,” boldly ſtrike withthe ſword ofthe Spi. 
rit, at the head of that Serpent, in, in whomſoever we 
finde it. Wee muſt, with Nathan, not feare rotell Da+ 
vid, Thou art the man, 2 Sam.12. And with Elyah, not 
ſpare totell Ahab, It is thow and thy fathers houſe that 
trouble Iſrael, i King.18, Where menare bold in finning, 
Preachers muſt be as bold in reproving , and rebuke 
them ;woriuvs, ſharpely, or cuttingly, as the word figni- 
hes, Tit.1.13, 

My ſpeech (beloved) doth not Apologize for, or 
countenance thoſe indiſcreere reprovers and fiery De- 
clamors of our time, whom before (as you heard) I con- 
demn'd. Butrather in another extreame, I aimeat thoſe 
deceitfull Ambaſſadors, who out of acarnall, ſervile, 
and temporizing baſeneſſe, forbeare to deliver the 
Lords Ambaſſage unto his people, The Apoſtle tells 
os offome «-14/or7c no 599, that made Merchandiſe of 
the Word,or handled it decenfully,z2 Cor.2.1 7, Theword 
there is Meraphorical,taken from Huckſters'ſaithBez) 
whichuſe to play the falſe harlots with whatſoever 
commeth intotheir hands. And therefore, the yulgar 
reads it, Adultcrenter,adulterating the VVord of God, 
Which $Srapleton wittily thus expounds: They doe A- 

lterate the Word, ſaith he, who doe not thereb 

' ſeeke ro begetchildren unto God, bur onely to benefit 
mſclves in pleaſing mens humours, as Adulterers 

no Iſſue, but onely intend theirowne pleaſure. 

And are there none ſuch /beloved) that doc =xmiverr 
make Merchandiſe of the Word, cither for fa- 

your, profit, or credit,the three golden Balls thatſuch 
Merchants 
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Merchants uſually runne after? Such as fit their words 
notto mens diſeaſes, buttotheir deſires, and ſo play not 
the {hy fitians bur the paraſites; dawbing with unrem- 
red Morter,ſowing pillowes under elbowes,and lay- 
ing cuſhions for dogges? Are there none that will 
ſpeake, as the beſt man inthe Pariſh would have them 
ſpeake? that arc ſo choak't with a Church anda ſteeple 
that they cannot of all other Language pronounce 
finne ina Patron? Whodares adventure to diſpleaſe a 
Greatone * Nay, whoſoever ſhall dare with Samwel, 
toſtrike at the head of Agag, their greateſt ſinne, ſhall 
inthe wiſe cenſure of ſome be thought to babble beſide 
his Text, and perhaps be nackr. inthe blacke booke 
neverto have fayourattheir hands, But how ever wee 
ſpcede (beloved) Chriſts Ambaſſage muſt be delive. 
red. The Ambaſſador muſt ſtand ſtoutly ro the will 
and pleaſure of his King ; So ſhould Chriſts Ambaſla. 
dor, not be daunted or out-faced, but boldly deliver his 
Meſlage ro whomſoever he be ſent, Feare not their fa. 
ces, for I am with thee, ſaith the Lord, Ter. 1. 8. A good 
Reaſontoencourage us : For / am with thee, Eſt Deus 
in nobis, &c. Ht 15 not ye that ſpeake, but the ſpirit of God 
that peaketh in you, faith our vaviour Mat. 10, Nec vox 
hom:nem ſonat, Itis not our word we preach but Gods: 
Nor mans ambaflage that we deliver but Chriſts,; Wee 
are A mbaſſadors for Chriſt, Sothatnow, it any ſhall 
here queſtion us concerning our Aambaſhe or Miniſte. 
ry, as once our Saviour was asked concerning his Mira- 
cles, By what Anthority ſpeaker you theſe things? and, who 
gave you this Authority * where's your C »mmiſhon? 
and, whoſentyou? We may take, as it were; our ler- 
ters of orders out ofour Boſome, and ſhew our warrant 
and Commiſſionfrom ww under the Broad-leale of 
. 3 Our 
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our Maſter, Chriſt himſelfe, ſaying, We are Ambaſſadors 

imig x415%, for Chriſt : which is our Prince or Maſter for 
whom we negotiate, and, my ſecond Generall, 

I come now more cloſely rothe Honour and dignity 
of the Miniſteriall function, which is here confirmed 
from its firſt inſtiturion, which wasto ſupply the Office 
and repreſent the Perſon of Chriſt. im; zz51, for Chriſt, 
that is, Nomine Chriſti, as ſome reade it; or, wice ſes lo- 
co Chriſti, as others render it, In the infancic of the 
World God preach't unto his people in his owne per. 
ſon : Butafter the promulgation of thelaw, he ordai- 
nedthe publicke Miniſtery, and promiſed a continuall 
ſucceſhon of Prophets, Dent. 28. 18. which was to 
continue untill Chriſt, in whom eſpecially that prophe- 
fie was verified. Againe, when Chriſt wasto aſcend in- 
to heaven, he ordained the Miniſters of the Goſpell, as 
the Ambaſſadors of God in his ſtead; affirming that as 
his Father had ſent him, ſo did he ſend them, lohn 210,21. 
The Miniſters then were ordained to ſupply the roome 
and office of Chriſt. And therefore as Ambaſſadors 
ſpeake not intheir owne name, butin their Maſters: So 
wecome notin our owne name but in Chriſts; We are 
ſuitors not for ourſelves but for him, nor for our owne 
gaine or glory, but for his. Pro Chrifto, thatis, pro ame. 
re & gloria Chriſti, So Carthuſian doth expound it, 
Chriſtis Primum & Primarium ſubjetFum Ewvangelij : 
And therefore all our Sermons have or ſhould have 
Relationtm ad ſubjettum, a neceſlary reference unto 
him. S. Paul as hee eſteemed to know nothing, ſo 
in effe& and ſubſtance he Preached nothing but Ieſus 
. Chriſt and him Cracificd : And it ſhould be the Crowne 
of our endeavours, not to ſpinne a finethred, butto win 
a faire ſoule to Chriſt, And indeede this is the maine 
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End and chiefeſt honour of the Miniſtery; to gains 


{oulesto Chriſt,to Reconcile mento God. Other cal. 
linzs and profeſſions reſpect onely ſome Temporall 

ood; as the Phyfitian, the health of his patient; the 
gon 4 the wealth of his client; the Magiſtrate, the 
ſatety of the ſubje&t,&c. Butthe Miniſter onely aimes 
at that cternall happinefle, the ſalvation of ſoules. 
To recolleR allthenin a word. You have here the dig. 
nity of our calling confirmed from this verſe of my 
Text, by a threefold argument: 1. Fromthe honoura- 
ble Title here given us, We are mbaſſadors : 2, From 
the firſt inſtirution of our Miniſtery, which wasto ſup- 
plythe roome of Chriſt, tobe Ambaſladors for him, 
and in his ftead: 3. From the excellency of the end for 
whichit was ordained, viz. to ſave mens ſoules, to Re- 
Foncile them to God. : 

I mighthere enlarge my diſcourſe intheſe, and 0- 
ther arguments to rhis purpoſe. Burt I confine my ſelfe 
withinthe limits of the Text,and haſten with the time 
to, Application, 

My former diſcourſe (beloved) hatha double aſpeR, 
and reflects both upon 

Our ſelves 
3 and 
, Others. 

1. Forourſelves. Brethren,yos ſee your calling, your 
honourable Calling. Seethen, that ye walke worthy of 
the vocation wherewith yeare Called. The Ambaſla- 
dors of carthly Princesare very circumſpe over their 
carriage, behaving themſelves wiſcly and honourably, 
inreſpe& both oftheir owne credit, and their Maſters 
honour: So ought the Miniſters of Chriſt to behave 
themſelves as becomes the Ambaſſadors ofthe —_ 

caVcn 
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heaven, both in _ of diſpenſation (whereof you 
heard before) and in Sincerity of converſation. both 
which are neceſſarily required, it not to the Eſſe or 
Ecing, yetto the Bee eſſe and perteting of our Mini. 
ſtery. The one, +4; > 575-241, to divide the word right. 
ly; The other, «is 50:47, to walke uprightly. For 
which purpoſe we read, Exo4. 2 8. thatthe Prieſt had 
two kinds gf garments, A Breaſt plate, and an Ephod, 
The Breſt plate ſhewes that he muſt have Science to 
teach : The Ephod, that he muſt have Conſcience to 
doe whar he teacheth. Againe inthe Breaſt-plate was 
written, not onely rim light; but alſo Thummim per. 
fetion: To ſhew thatthe Miniſter muſt not onel y have 
thelight of direion in his reaching, bur alſo, a Par. 
terne of perfection in his doing : that ſo, he may bring 
unto God , not onely nu mwr 26979; os , but allo apeyudmer 
2-+*95;4', as Agapetns wittily, nor onely aproffering of 
words, butalſoan offering of work&s. Thou that tea- 
cheſt another, teacheſt thou not thy ſelfe ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle, Rom, 2. Surcly ſuch Teachers are like Noahs 
Carpenters that made an Arke to fave others from 
drowning, and themſelves periſhed in the waters - or 
like thole Mcrcuriales Statue in the ſtreetes of Romer, 
which pointed outto Paſſengers the highway tothe Ca. 
pitoll but moved not themſelves. Wearecalled /:7hzs, 
Math; 5.14. And therefore as thoſe lighrs which are 
hung upin ſome Tradeſmens ſhops, doe aſwell lighten 
thoſe without doores, as the Iourney-men and Pren- 
tiſes within-: So muſt we, both have lightin our ſelves, 
and ſhine alſo to others. As we are Lux mwndi by our 
vocation,fo ſhould we be Lume» in-mpdo by our con- 
verſation. Againe wearecalled $tarres, Revel, 1.20, 


And thcrefore as ftarres doc affet (as ſome he 
phers 
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phers hold)theſe inferiorthingsthree manner of wayes 
Motu, lumine, + Influentijs: So ſhould we, as fixed 
Narres inthe firmament ofthe Church, by the Influence 
of ourlips,feede; by rhe motion of our lives, 
confirme ; and by the light of both, inlighten many. 
And, asa Starreis Denfior pars ſui orbis, as the Philoſs. 
pherdefinesir, The Mafher Partofirs orbe: So ſhould 
the Miniſter be more _— of grace and gogdnefſle, 
thanthe vulgar. The Reaſonis, Seed in aljs Crimen, 
in ſacerdote avs ve ( faith _—_ s: ) Miniſters, 
whenthey finne, doe peccare 1» Quid Eſſentialiter, others 
but in quale accidentaliter, ſaith Aquinas. The finnes 
of Teachers, arethe teachers of finnes : Every Mole- 
hill intheir miſdemeanors is a mountaine, and cyery 
moate in their eyesa beame. 

——T ano Conſpettins in ſe 

Crimen erit quanto major qui peccat habetur, 

The more Honorableis our Calling, the more odi- 
ous our offending. 

Wherefore (Reverend brethren) ſince aur Calling 
is{o high and honourable, letthe condition of our lives 
be ſuitable. Ne fit ſedes prima & wita ima, Bern, Let 
there be no diſproportion betweene our Miniſtration 
and our converſation. But let owr /: dc ns before the 

ople, that they both ſecing our good workes, and 
earing our _ words, may be edificd aſwell by the 
eye (the ſenſe ofexpenence) as by the care, (the ſenſe 
of Diſcipline.) 

2. Forthe People. Is our Calling ſo honourable, 
as tobe Chriſts Ambaſſadors : Here thenyou (belb. 
ved, ofthe Laity) may ſce how you are to eſteeme 

Office 
both of our4 and 
ePerſons. D 1.Our 
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1- Our Office, is(as you heard) faithfully todeliver 
our Maſters Ambaſſage; which inferres that it is your 
part and duty reſpectively ro-entertainc it.. Preaching 
and hearing are Relatives : Ifrcherebea neceſſity upon 
usto preach, by the ſame rule there lyes a neceſſity up. 
onyouto heare. If Aaron and Lev: mult reach, then 
muſt 1ſrael learne, Luid juvyat ad ſurdas ſo cantet Phe. 
mins aures?* Whatavailes the paines and diligence of 
the Inchanter, if the Adder be not diſpoſed to liſten 2 
Whenſoever then (beloved) Chriſt ſhall come prcz- 
ching unto you, intreate him not with the Swiniſh Ger. 
gaſi:es, to depart out of your Coaſts, When his Ambaſla. 
dors are ſentto inſtru you, diſmiſle them not, as Felix 
did Pau/, but entertaine their Ambaſlage with all readi. 
neſſe and obedience, Receiving it not as the word of man, 
but as it is indeede the Word of God, 2 Theſſ. 2. 13. 

I know (beloved) the common exprobration and 
objeion'is, The bad life of many Preachers. Such a 
one you judge ofa ſcandalous and unſandified life. And 
"7% you will none of his doctrine, Phyſitran heale 
thy ſelfe. 

Wie firſt I muſt tell you, that you entrench dan- 
gerouſly upona point of Popery, which is, That firſt 
we mult looke tothe Perſonteaching, before we looke 
to the Thing taught; thereby, to bring in a ſeeming for- 
maliry to outface true dodrine. You know who they 
were that demanded of our Saviour, By what Authority 
doſt thou theſe things? looking moreto his Perſon, then 
to his Doctrine. Which I ſpeake not, asif ordinarily we 
oughtnottoenquireafter mens Authoriryz This were 
the next way ws from the Shop-board to the Pul- 
pit, with Browniſts, & other Sectaries, butto ſhew, that 
Dodtine mult be preferred before Perſons. Bur to - 

tisfic 
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tisfic your objeQion. Suppoſe the Preachers life con- 
tradid his doctrine, and his praQtiſe give his Pulpit the 
lyc. I confefle, the more lamentable is his caſc,and the 
greater is his finne. But, whart is thatto thee £ Ewe 

man ſhall beare his owne burden, ſaiththe Apoſtle. Shaſll 


Elijah refuſe his meate becauſe a Raven brought ir : 


And wile thou refuſe thy py foode becaulc it is 
brought thee by a1«des 2 A Phyſitian may preſcribe 
thee a good dyet, though he keepea bad one: and the 
Boat»man may row thee right, though his face turne a 
contrary way. Our Saviour therefore tutored the Audi. 
tors even of Scribes and Phariſces, to doe as they ſay, 
though they ſay and doe not, Math, +3. Alas (beloved) 
our Proteſhon gives us no immunity from fire. We 
arcindeed Men of God, butmen ſtill: The beſt of theſe 
men are but men atthe beſt, Prophets we are, but yet 
(as Moſes layd )like our Brethren, A. 3. june; ulr 
( ſaid Pauland Barnabas) ſubjetF tothe like paſtions and 


- infirmities with you, A. 14. We bring you heavenly 


Treaſure, though it be in earthen veſſels. And therefore 
rejet not the Word forthe Miniſters ſake, but embrace 
both it and them for the Maſters ſake, whoſe Ambaſſa- 
dors wearc. 

2. For our Perſons. Henewr to whom honour belon. 
ecth, is the Apoſtles rule; Eſpecially to them which labour 
im the Word and Dottrine; They are worthy, ſaith he, of 
double bonowr, 1 Tim.s. 17. Which double honour 1s 
generally interpreted to be the 
H e5Reverence, and The word 7 ſigni. 

TR rt wcnurndy fes both, viz: Ho- 

nour and Allowance. 
1. For the honour of Reverence. A Kings Ambaſſa- 
dor you know ,is highly 7" entertained _ 
2 a 


— 
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(22) 
all refpe& that may be, even as his Maſter ſhould be, 
Nay, 'lis 7s Gentium the law of Nations, .that the 
Perſons of Ambaſſadors be ſacred and inviolable. So 
is the Ambaſſador of © hriſt, tobe eftcemed very highly, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, (m1eemren, ſairhthe Text, exceeding. | 
ly to be loved and Reverenced, 1 Thi. 5.43. With what 
a holy reverence did Conſtantine embrace Pa hnutin:, 
and 7 heodofius reſpe&t his Ambroſe: The Emperors 
Gcatneſſe honouring the goodneſle of their Ghoſtly fa. 
thers, and entertaining their Injundtionsas Oracles! Of 
what high eſteeme the great Sw{tans ofthe old Saracens 
made of theirCaliphof Rabylon;and the Grand- fignior of 
the Ottoman Line atthis day makes of his Mwphrithar is, 
his Metropoliticall Prieſt, you may read inthoſe Turkiſh 
Hiſtories. And you know,that the great Commander of 
Africa is (tiled by the name,not of Monarch, Emperour, 
or King,but by a Phraſe of farre greater glory (as hee 
thinkes)thar is, Presbyter a Prieſt. I ſay, as he-thinkes : 
For I intend not to ſubje the Crowne unto the Mirre, 
noxrto rivall the Prieſtly dignity with that of- Sove- 
raighty. No, our zeale to the Prieſt muſt not dero- 
pare from our Alleigeanceto the Prince, whom we ac. 
owledge Supreame in his dominions over all Perſons 
aſwcll Ecclefiaſticall as Civill. My onely aime then is 
tomind you, in what luſtre the Princely dignity ſome- 
times ſhined, and how the times doe now- conſpire to 
cloud and darken that glory. For may wee notnow 
complaine with the Apoſtle , that wee are wade 
@ 5 Mena I dpusTt xg} my inhnuz, 4s the off-ſcourin ofthe World, 
the refuſe ofmen * and with the. 7ſalmiſt, Onr ſoule is 
filled with the ſcornefull reproach of the wealthy, and with 
the deſp1ghtfulneſſe of the Proud? Every ſcoffing Michel. 
1s jecring at our Sermons, every ſacrilegious ALmmonite 
is 
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(23) 
| clipping of our garments, every pteſumptuous' Cor4h 
and Abiramis carping at our preterments. Here you 
have a drunken companion out-bearding his Paſtor: 
there a contentious Incendiary vexing him with actions 
and ſlanders. Nay, the ſacred Title of our honourable 
tunction is growne barbarousand diſgracefull, and hee 
thinkes he hath wirtily diſcountenanc't the greatnefſe 
ofthe Calling,that can bur baffle the Profcfior with the 
name of Pricit. Ifhe be a Prieſt once, thatis an Attain- 
ter of his Blood (intheeſtimation of ſome) and, if no 
bly deſcended, tis an abatement (torſooth) of his Gen- 
try; Sothatnow a dayes, to ſee the ſonne of a Noble 
man, a Gemtluman, anclder Brother, a Prieſt, were 
Rara avis interris migroque ſimillima Cigno: you may 
almoſt aſſoone ſce a blacke ſwan ſwim down Seaverxe, 
Beloved, 1t was not ſo from the beginning. Eſay the 
Prophet wasa Noble man, 7ehojadathe High-Pricſt of 
the Blood Royall: Melchiſedeckea King Prieſt, David 
a King Propher, S4/owon a King Preacher ; yea Chrift 
himſclfe, the true 74:2u4yi-&, as he isour King, foalſs 
our Prophet, and our Prieſt too, even « Prieſt for ever 
after the order of Melchiſedeck, Now then, have Kings 
and Noble men beene ambitious of the Pricfthood,and 


doeſt thou contemne the calling Did Chriſt himlelfe 


affect the name and office ot a Frieſt, and doſt thou diſ. 
reſped his place or Perſon? The Perſons of Ambaſ- 
fadors, you heard, bythe law of Nations are ſacred 
and inviolable : The diſgrace and injury that is done to 
them redounds to the King himſclte ; And therefore 
Davidperſecured the Ammonites, becauſe his Ambaſ- 
ſadors were ſo diſhonourably entreated by them,as you 
may fee,z Saw.10. Doe carthly Princes thus revenge 


the wrongs offered to their *mbaſſadors : and ſhall 
D 3 the 
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(24) 
the God of vengeance ſuffer the indigniries offered to 
his Ambaſſadors to goc unpuniſhed ? No, Beloyed; 
our Maſter takes the abuſe as dane unto himſclte, Hee 
holds himſclfe wounded through our ſides; For, Hee 
that deſpiſeth you,deſpiſeth.me,ſauth he,Louke10.16,Con- 
ſlider this, you that vilify and debaſe the Prophets, and 
contemne them that are ſent wntoyov. Beware leaſt our 
Maſter, and High-Prieſt, Chriſt, condemne you for 
contemning his low prieſts on carth. Take heede you 
be not guilty of 7eroboams ſinne,that you doe not (as he 
did, 1K:#g.12.) Make Prieſts the loweſt or meaneſt of the 
People: Theloweſt, by proſecuting them with any un-, 
reverence; and the meaneſt, by depriving them of their 
allotted Mecanes and Maintenance ; and that is the 0+ 
ther Honour duc unto the Miniſter, viz. 
2. The Honour of Maintenance: my laſt particular, 
Who goes a Warfarrc any time at his owne Charges, is 
the Apoſtles Lwere © andir may be mine, Who goes 
Ambaſſador alrogetherat his owne Coſts: Howſoc- 
verindeed, toa Noble Ambaſlador, that ref} his 
owne Reputationand his countries Honour, the occa- 
ſions of expence prove often extraordinary, yet hath he 
ever his Zegativum, 2 large allowance from the King : 
So ſhould the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt have alwaies their 
Legativnm , a good allowance and ſufficient Mainte« 
nance from the people. The Lord hath ordained ſaith 
the Apoſtle, that they which preach the Goſpell ſhould 
live of the Goſpell, 1Cor. 9. 14. 4irs's. ſaith the Text, 
God hath ordained - The Maintenance then of Mini- 
ſters is no humane policy, but the Ordinance of God ; 
and therefore due, not oncely by Mans law, but by Gods 
roo. I know (Beloved) there is nothing more enviouſly 
grudged, nothing more injurisuſly cmbcaſcled then 
the 
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(25) 
the Churches Maintenance, What the Palmer. 


, worme Papiſt, with his Impropriations, the Canker-+ 


worme Patrone, with his Reſeryations ; and the Ca- 
terpillar Cormorant with his Tllufions, The Churches 
Parrimony is devoured, God and the Levite robbed 
ofthe little portion of due Tithes and offerings, 

There are {ſome in this Cricicke age that are buſily 
queſtioning the Tenure of Tithes, Quo jure, By what 
nghethey aredue * But who examines, by what right 


Impropriators hold, or rather withhold the Churches 
Maintenance s Let it be argued, and ſeriouſly conli- 
dered, whether, Deo Dicata, things once dedicated to' 


Gods Church by devout men, who had 1us Propricta- 
tis, inthe things they gave, and that their Donation 
allowed by the Kings, whohad Ius Dominy,and war- 
ranted by the Lawes and Lawyers, who a De - 
terminationis ; WhetherT ſay, Things thus dedicated 
unto God, and accepted of God, as lawtfull facrifices, 
and continued in the Church many hundred yeares, 
forthe Maintenance of his ſervice, ſhould afterwards 
bereſumed and converted to Common uſes ; And let 
the Impropriators themſelyes conſider, whether they 
be Bone fidei poſſeſſores, and may with a good Conlci- 
ence keepe any thing that they know or ſuſpe&t was 
gotten unlawtully by their Anceſtors, and whether 
op can be ſaved without Repentance, or can repent 
ſuficiently without reſtitution of il! got and ill kept 
goods. Lettheſethings, 1 ſay, be examined and ar- 
gued inthe Chancery or Court of Conſcience, and if 
God and the Scriptures determine on their ide, Wee 
havedone. And indeedI thinke Silenceto be the beſt 
Complaint, where the onely remedy muſt bee Parti- 


ence. 
There 


(26) 

Thereare others ofa nicer ſtraine, who would wil. 
lingly have the Miniſter maintained, but it muſt be Ex 
gratia, not Ex debito: Notby way ofduty, bur ofcur. 
teſy and benevolence, as ifthey would make God be- - 
holding ro them for their Graruities. But farre bee it 
(Beloved ) that Chriſts Ambaſſadors , like begging 
Fryers, ſhould live by the peoples Almes, and volun- 
tary contributions, This werea diſhonour to our Ma- 
ſer, and a debaſing of our Ambaſlage. To which pur- 

ſe Plutarchtels us ofa Laconian, who ſceing a Col- 

c&or going abour and gathering the peoples Devoti- 
ons forthe gods : O, faith he, I will now- make no. 
more reckoning of the gods, ſolong asI ſee them goe 
a begging. And ſurcly (Beloved) many a churliſh 4. 
baland repining Lavan of theſe daies, would quickly 
fall intothe like contempt of Chriſt and his Ambaſſa. 
dors, iftheir mecre Gratuities, and the cruell mercies 
of their purſes, werethe ſole maintenance of the Mini- 
ſters life. And as this cannot bee honourable for the 
Prieſt, ſo neither can it be ſafe forthe People: Forthen 
muſt hee baſcly ſtoope to their humours, and not dare 
to ſpeake the extent of his Conſcience;leaſt by diſplea- 
ſing his Auditory, hee perchance looſe his Salary, 

But by this courſe, ſaythey, Men of the beſt gitts 
and learning ſhould be ſure ro be preferred. 

A miſerable caſc,that afterall our paines and Studies 
inthe Schooles and Vniverſities, our learningand gifts 
muſt come to be cenſured in Townes and Villages, b 
a company of Ignorants. Feloved, It was never well 
ſince cither the People durſt preſume to give aimeto 
their Preacher, or the Preacher ſtoop't at the Pulpit 
dooretorake meaſure of the peoples feete, 

I concludethen, thattherc is a Maintenance,a com- 


petent 


466 027 ; 
—_ and certaine Maintenance, Not as a thing Ar- 
icrary, nor asa meere Gratuity, butas an Honour, in 
equity and-juſtice, due unto the Miniſter : yea, ſodue, 
as that without Sacriledge it cannot be detained. And 
therefore let all Sacrilegious Appropriators, and L4- 
trones Beneficiorum, Patrones of Benefices,which turne 
their ghee 0 pillage, and their Truſt into trea- 
chery, take this Caveat wich them, that if with the Ea- 
inthe Embleme they will needs be ſnatching from 
ods Altarany part ofthe Sacrifice, whichthere burnes 
ſweetly unto God, and carry it to feede their young, 
Let them beware leaſt ſome unſeene Coalcatunawares 
taken with them, ſer neſt and all on fire. For, ovwr God 
is aconſuming fire: And whom doethey rob, but God? 
Tee have ſpoyled or robbed me, ſaith the Lord, even in 
' Tithes and Offerings, Mal.3.8. God takes the wro 
25 done unto himſelfe, Inaſmuch as the Miniſter is his 
Ambaſſadour; And therefore worthy, as you have 
heard, of double, yea trebble honour, Obedience, Re. 
verence, and Maintenance : Obedience, to his Do. 
_ Reverence, to his Perſon;and Maintenance, for 
his life. 


And thus (Brethrenand Beloved,) havel delivered 
unto youthe preſent Ambaſſage Committed unto me, 
with Relation bothto Prieſt and People. Ler me now 
in Concluſion beſpeake you, and beſtech you in both 
kindes ( eſpecially thoſe whom the preſent Buſineſſe 
concernes ) to becircumſpeRtand conſcionable in the 
diſcharge of your ſeverall duties. 

The Church. wardens and Sidemen eſpecially, who 
ie are cheife Aſſiſtants in this buſineſle, are to be enmin- 


dcd of frithfulneſle and Integrity. Take heed(Beloved) 


of 


of adouble errorin your preſentments: onthe one (ide, 
of Splecne, that you preſent nothing maliciouſly ; on 
- the other ſide, of connivence and partiality, that yoy.: 
come not with an Omnia bene, when the whole Pariſh is 
out of ſquare. Peruſe then ſeriouſly, yourbookes of 
Articles; weigh well the dreadfyll oath you take, as it 
is ſer downe unto you inthe frontilpice of your Books, 
Conlider that vgs more ſpirizuall and tender than 
a mans Conſcience, that nothing binds the conſcience 
more ſtrongly than an oath : And therefore ſhew your 
ſelves friends to your owne conſciences, and accordi 
to the Religionof your ſacred Oarhes, be and 
unpartiall in diſchargingrhe truſt committed unto you. 
Andiif you will be thus carefull, Ad informandomn, In 
the information; I doubt not but thoſe in Authority, 
will be ascircumſpeR; Ad reformandum, Inthe refor. 
mation of Abuſcs. The Canons of our Church ( the 
round of our preſent Articles to be enquired off )thun. 
erin ſound of words : Bur if information, on the one 
ſide; and conſequently Execution on the other fide, be 
wanting, They will prove but Terricu/s, as Cannons 
without powder or Bullet, ſtanding for terrour onely, 
but never ſhot off. But, in aword, If there be any, 
cither of Cleargie or Laity, that ſhall eſcape the hands 
of Iuſtice attheſe V ifitations, ler me warne them of a- 
nother Viſitation, which that Great Biſhop of our 
ſoules ſhall hold at the Day of his Appearance. « hriſt 
himſelfe (beloved) will ſhortly become our Viſiter, 
from whoſe Cenſure there will beno Appealing toany 
higher Iudge, no Anſwearing by Proxie, no commu- 
ting any penalty : but every one maſt give an account of 
thoſe things which he hath donc in h1s body, in his place 
and Calling, be it good or evill, Rouze up therefore 
your 


— 
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your Conſciences with that Pious meditation of 6, 
What then ſhall I doe when God ftandeth up, and when 
He ſhall Yifite, what ſhall I anſwere_ ? 16b 31. 14. 
G 


grantthat we may all, both Prieſts and Peos 
ple, ſodemeane our ſelves inour ſeverall Vocations, 
that we may mutually approve our duties unto the 
Great Arch-Biſhop of our ſoules atthat Oecumeni. 
call Viſitation, That ſothen we may be entertained 
with that joyfull Euge, Welldone, ye truſty Ambaſ. 
fadors, and faithfull ſervants, Enter into your Maſters 
foy, Grant this, O Father, = thy Chriſt's and our 
leſus his ſake : Towhom, with Thee, and the Holy Spi. 


rit in Trinity, be aſcribed the Kingdome, power, and 
glory, in Y mty, for ever and ever, Amen, 


